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This is my last article for 
the Chatter as President 
of the Club for 2008.  
What a fun and exciting 
year it has been!  The 
support that the officers 
and I have received 
during the year has been 
tremendous.  Our 
meetings have been well 
attended and the summer 
meeting in Jefferson City 
was no exception.  There 
were approximately 90 
members and visitors 
who came to our 
hospitality room on 
Saturday night.  
Everyone had a great 
time playing Trivia.  
There were many 
attendance prizes to pick 
from and it was great fun 
watching everyone 
deciding what to take.  I 
would like to thank 
Marion Case, Nancy Levi 
and Vivian Price, and the 
other members of the 
club that supplied the 
refreshments for the 
evening.  A special 
thanks to Marge Carney 
for her Trivia questions 
and to Donna Koyn and 
Cheri Parker for serving 
the drinks.    Without 
everyone’s help, the 
evening would not have 
been such a success.

On Sunday morning, 178 
members joined us for 
the brunch and our 
meeting.  It was my great 

pleasure to honor our 
Past Presidents and 
Missouri’s Past IGRA 
Officers.  There were 13 
present.  These sisters 
have worked hard for our 
Club and I thank each 
one of them for all the 
support they have given 
to me and to the Club 
throughout the years.  
The new Treasurer for the 
Club is Sister Donna 
Koyn from the 60th

District.  We also held the 
drawing for the various 
themed gift baskets that 
our members donated for 
our charities.  Winners 
could pick from 13 
baskets and four $50 
bills.  This endeavor 
collected almost $2000 to 
support the Youth 
Groups, Lois Jackson 
Newman Youth Fund, the 
Educational Fund Board 
and the MOChip 
program.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported 
this project.

I hope that each of you is 
planning to attend Grand 
Chapter in St. Louis on 
October 12-15.  We 
especially look forward to 
seeing you at our 
Breakfast on Monday 
morning.  Sister Terri 
Politte and her committee 
are working hard to make 
this event a success.  
Please make sure to get 
your reservations to the 
Social Chairman as 
quickly as possible.

Don’t forget to bring your 
items and food to the 
boutique on Saturday or 
Sunday.  We will be 
collecting dues while the 
boutique is open.  
Remember to pickup your 
ladybug post-it notes, if 
you haven’t done so.  You 
can contact Sisters Karen 
Budak or Cheryl Blosser 
if you need further 
information.

We will have the meeting 
and installation of 
Officers at 1:00 PM on 
Monday.  After the 
meeting the current 
Grand Representatives 
will have a short practice 
for Fraternal 
Correspondence.  If you 
are unable to attend the 
practice, please try to let 
the officers know.

I want to thank Sister 
Brenda Austin, Brother 
John Chaney and Sister 
Lois Newman, our 
General Grand Chapter 
Committee Members; the 
Past Grand Matrons and 
Patrons and the 2008 
Grand Family for 
attending our meetings 
and supporting us this 
year.  Each of you is 
important to us.
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make a difference in the few 
short weeks before Grand 
Chapter.  Once we start, it will 
be hard to stop and we will just 
continue to Pay It Forward.   I 
would invite each of you to join 
with me in making a difference.

Star Love,

Marge Carney

Past Secretary/Treasurer 
International Grand 

Representatives 
Association

“Pay It Forward to Help Others” by Marge

activities. There are many ways 
that we can Pay It Forward.

If we spend just a few hours a 
week helping or doing a kindness 
for our members, they will pass it 
on and do something nice for 
three more members. The more 
we share with others the stronger 
our organization and our fraternal 
bond with each other will become. 
Many of us Pay It Forward every 
day without realizing we’re doing 
it.

Before attending Grand Chapter 
in October, I am going to find 
three members to help and make 
a difference in their lives. You can 
do this too. If you as a member, 
Pay It Forward, you can enrich 
your life as well as those you 
assist.

My challenge to our members is to 
start today with a Pay It Forward 
attitude. Notice how people 
respond. If we Pay It Forward 
without expecting anything in 
return you’ll soon notice how good 
you feel after doing something 
nice for someone.  Let’s keep the 
movement going and see if we can 

I recently read an article on 
Paying It Forward. It had to do 
with the global movement of “Pay 
It Forward” as adapted from the 
book written by Catherine Ryan 
Hyde. Many people have joined 
the movement including Oprah 
Winfrey with the Pay It Forward 
challenge. The idea was a work of 
fiction that turned into reality. 
The idea of paying it forward is to 
do something positive for three 
people, and ask them to pay it 
back, or Pay It Forward. Three 
people help three more and so on. 
The result being, if everyone pays 
it forward, then thousands of 
people can benefit.

As members of the Eastern Star, 
we should join the movement and 
Pay It Forward to our members. 
Can you think of three people who 
could benefit from a kindness? 
Paying it Forward can be as 
simple as giving someone on call 
or sending a card to cheer them 
up. Possibly calling an elderly 
member on the day you go 
shopping and ask if they need 
something.  Do you have members 
who are unable to drive at night? 
Possibly they would benefit from a 
ride to chapter meetings or 
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REMEMBER TO NOTIFY CHEER CHAIRMEN 
OF THOSE NEEDING CARDS!

East Donna Koyn (314) 838-7930     30-32-40-60
West Gwen Beckmann (816) 454-6214     11-21-22-23-34-36-37-59
Central Becky Thomas (573) 782-3433     18-24-26-27-31
Northeast Elaine Forrester (660) 883-5654     1-2-14-15-29
Northwest Grace Sexton (816) 238-3039     4-9-7-10-12-13
Southeast Mona Watson (573) 888-6576     48-49-50-51-52
Southwest Donna Settles             (417) 833-2214     33-41-44-45-54-55
South Central Shirley Wehmeier (573) 885-0213     38-39-46-47-53

Area Committee Chairman Phone Number         Districts

CONTINUE TO GET THE 
CHATTER BY MAILING 

YOUR 

STATE DUES 

to:

Vivian Price, Sec. 2009

MO Show Me State

Grand Representative Club

P. O. Box 187

Savannah, MO  64485-0187
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CENTS BY VIVIAN
Grand Chapter is coming soon!  I hope that every-
one has already made all their reservations, espe-
cially for  Grand Representatives’ Breakfast.  We 
have such a great time, meeting and greeting 
friends, old and new.

Many dues were paid for 2009, at the meeting in 
Jefferson City.  Be sure to pay your dues for the 
coming year, if you haven’t, at Grand Chapter.  
They can be mailed to the Secretary or Treasurer, 
if you are not going to be there.

Sister Vivian Price, Treasurer

Vice from the VP

WOW!! What a great crowd Saturday 
night in Jefferson City. It was great 
seeing so many at the hospitality room in 
Jefferson City. The hospitality room 
this year was a much larger room with 
enough table and chairs for everyone to 
sit down and visit while enjoying the 
trivia games that Marge had planned for 
our evening. It was good to see so many 
out on Sunday for the brunch and the 
Grand Representative meeting.

Hope to see all of the lady bugs and 
laddie bugs at the Hospitality room at 
Grand Chapter 'and the Grand Rep-
resentative Breakfast on Monday .

Fraternally,
Marion Case, Vice President

Congratulations!!!!
Donna Koyn 

SMSGRC Treasurer Elect for 2009

Thank You!!!
Karen

For a Great Year in ‘08



Project News & Events
As project committee chairman for the Missouri Show Me 
State Grand Representatives Club I want to express my 
sincere thanks to everyone throughout the State for all 
their efforts and hard work this year.

We held the drawing for the gift baskets at the meeting in 
Jefferson City. What wonderful support that we had for 
the drawing! The winners were able to pick from thirteen 
baskets and four $50 bills. It was great to see the look on 
those members as their names were drawn. Thanks to 
everyone for their donations.

Thank you to all the members and districts that held 
functions throughout this past year. Your support is 
greatly appreciated.

Don’t forget that Grand Chapter is only a few weeks away 
here in St. Louis and we look forward to greeting you 
there.

Star Love,
Judy Schlereth, Chairman
And Dolores Irvin, Co-Chairman
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Ladybug Boutique 

Hi everyone,

It is just a few weeks until Grand Chapter in St. 
Louis. We have received many nice craft items 
and donations from our members. Please bring 
any bakery and craft items that you many wish to 
donate to the hospitality room as soon as possible 
on Sunday morning. We look forward to greeting 
you and our many visitors that join us for the 2008 
Grand Chapter.

If you have any questions don’t hesitate to contact 
either of us. In order to make the boutique a great 
success we need the support of both our present 
Grand Representative and the past Grand Repre-
sentatives. Let’s have a wonderful year.

Karen Budak & Cheryl Blosser
Co-Chair, Hospitality and Boutique

Thank you again for supporting 
me as I made this journey.  The 
memories of the past year will not 
be forgotten.

Karen Gaertner
2008 President 
Show-Me-State Grand 
Representative Club

(continued from page 1)

I feel very lucky to have served 
with Sisters Marion, Nancy and 
Vivian.  We have worked 

as a team and it has been a great 
year. I owe special thanks to 
Sisters Mary Ann and Marge for all 
their support and guidance.   
Thank you to all of my officers and 
committee chairmen.  Each of you 
has graciously done a wonderful 
job.  The presidency is not 
something that can be done alone 
and, from the bottom of my heart, 
I say,  “Thank you”.   You have 
blessed me with a wonderful gift 
this year.

I know that everyone will support 
Sister Marion and her 2009 
Officers as they begin another year 
for our wonderful organization.

President’s Corner Continued

Ladybug want a bone?

New Grand Representative Appointments
Dorothy Hudson West Virginia 50th District

Marilyn Houston Manitoba 22nd District

Betty Blumhost Louisiana   9th District
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2008 Grand Representative Breakfast

What a great time we had in Jefferson City at our Summer Meeting!  We had a fun time Saturday evening 
in the Hospitality Room and a wonderful brunch Sunday morning.

The “Springtime Laughter” Breakfast table centerpieces were unveiled for the first time at the summer 
meeting.  If you were not able to attend the meeting in Jefferson City, please plan on purchasing the ador-
able “Clown Doll” at our “Springtime Laughter” Breakfast.  Just a hug from this little guy will bring a 
smile to your face and laughter in your heart.  They are $10 and there are only a few left.  If you would 
like to purchase one please contact me @ 636-225-2859.  We appreciate your support in all of the fund-
raising projects of the Show Me State Grand Representatives Club.  Your support enables our Club to 
meet its expenses and allows us to make our generous charitable donations.

A special “THANK YOU” in advance to all who volunteered to be Table Host/Hostesses or assisting with 
escorting responsibilities.  I was very touched of the overwhelming response we received for these duties. 
If you have been selected to be a Table Host/Hostesses you should have received or will be receiving a 
letter from Sister Lois Patten, Table Host/Hostess Chairman outlining your duties.  The escorts will be 
assigned as soon as the reservations close and those selected will be notified by Sister Sherry Wilcher, 
Escort Chairman.  The Table Host/Hostesses are asked to arrive at the “Grand Pavilion” at 6:15 
a.m. on Monday, October 13 to see that your table is set up properly before your guests arrive.  
Those escorting are requested to meet in Salon V (across the hall from the Pavilion) at 6:45 a.m. 
Breakfast Committee members will be allowed in the room at 5:15 a.m. for set up.  ALL OTHERS ARE 
ASKED NOT TO ARRIVE BEFORE 6:30 A.M.  You have an assigned seat, so relax and enjoy the extra 
hour or two of sleep!!!!!  All current Grand Representatives please wear your daytime black suit with 
Green blouse so we know you are a presiding Grand Representative.

A very appreciative “THANK YOU” to the breakfast committee members:  Sister Lois Patten, Table Host/
Hostess Chairman; Sister Sherry Wilcher, Escort Chairman; Sister Carol Soutiea, Reservations; Sisters 
Brenda Gooch and Judy Martin, Centerpiece Sales; Sister Delores McChesney, Plates; Sister Dolores 
Irvin, Organist; Brother Paul Shortt, Photographer, You have been a wonderful group to work with and I 
appreciate your willingness to serve on the Breakfast Committee.  You made my job as Breakfast Chair-
man much easier with your dedication and attention to detail.  I would also like to thank the State Club 
Officers for their support and help as well.

Even though we will be having our Grand Chapter Session in the fall, I hope that you will be refreshed as 
the newness of spring and leave our “Springtime Laughter” breakfast with a smile on your face and laugh-
ter in your heart.

See you in St. Louis,

Terri Politte, Chairman, GR of California 

ATTENTION:  CURRENT GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

We will have the meeting and installation of Officers at 1:00 PM on Monday.  
After the meeting the current Grand Representatives will have a short practice 
for Fraternal Correspondence.  Please bring your visiting counterpart to the 
practice.  If you are unable to attend the practice, please try to let the officers 
know.



Karen Gaertner

2008 SMSGRC President

555 Spring Glen Dr.

Ballwin, MO 63021-7459

Share your news by emailing it to: moladybug@yahoogroups.com

Worthy Grand Matron & Worthy Grand Patron Schedule

"Stitchin' Friendships Travels" September to October 2008

September 2008
19 Fri Reception – Grand Representative of Maryland Higginsville

20 Sat Reception – Grand Representative of Vermont Grandview

21-22 Grand Lodge Meeting Columbia

25 Thur Reception – Grand Representative of Arkansas and
Grand Representative of North Carolina

New Madrid

26 Fri Reception – Grand Representative of Michigan Sikeston

30 Tues Reception – Grand Representative of Texas Republic

October 2008
1 Wed Reception – Grand Representative of Georgia Ash Grove

4 Sat Reception – Grand Representatives in 26th District 
& Grand Martha

Columbia

10 Fri 100th Anniversary – Naomi Chapter #296 Union

12-15 GRAND CHAPTER St. Louis
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